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4

Lieutenant Colonel Fi, G, ¥Friedman.

Chief, Transportation Division

Finauce Cente-, U,8, Army

Through Headquarters Department of the Army
(DACA~FIS~PT)

Yorreatal Building il .

Vashington, D,C, 20314 | .

Al

Dear Colonel FPriedmant .,

oy 5, Murther reference is mada to your latter of September 5, 1972,

~ with enclosures, received in this Office on March 20, 1973,

requesting aof advance_decision concerning .thé entitlement to reim-

bursemant for nxwenngi]incurred by Chief Warrant Officer Edwin J.
Zenon for transportation of dependents and sghipment of household

goods from Germauy to Italy, which he contends should be regarded

as having been effected pursuant to ovders directing a permanent

change of station from Cermany to Vietnam, Your request fcr deci-

sion has been assigned FDTATAC Control No, 73-10 by the Par Dien,
Travel and Transportation Allowance Committaes,

By Special Orders 31}, Ha:dquartexs, 3rd Support Brigade,

dated Novemberxr 7, 1967, issued pursuant to authority contained in

Department of tha Army (DA) Mesmage 837654, October 24, 1967,
Hr, Zenon was sydered on a permsaent changs of stativn from
Cermany to Vietnam with temporary duty sa route at Fort Rucker,

Alabama, Movemant of household yoods and of dependents was autho-

rized only to tha continental United States, Thosa orders contained
a reporting date of January 1, 1368, for the wmember's transportation
to the United States, By DA Mesnage dated December 4, 1967, that

reporting date was authorized to ue extended to January 11, 1968,
however, the record contains vo ocder affecting that change in

.'reporting date,

- Tou indicate that on November 1, 1967, prior to issuance of
. the November 7 orders, Mr. Zenon was medically restricted frou
1 f1ying. On December 28, 1967, and subsequent to issuance of DA

. ./ Hessage 845065 discussed below, the Flight Surgeon recommended

. J] B« Zenon's indefinite susponsiou from flying status.
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DA Messege 845065, Dacember 22, 1967, directed revocation of
. assignment instructions contained in DA Messages 837654, October 24§,
1967, and 842396, Decembexr 4, 1967¢ on which basis the permanent
change of station orders of November 7 had been issued, However,
orders implementing those instructions and revoking the November 7
orders appear never to have been 1snu¢d.

On December 29, 1967, after danial of hie request for shipmant
of household goods and travel of dependenta.from Germany to Italy at
Covernment expenss, Mr, Zenon authorized the movement of his
household goods at hia personal expense, Apparently his dependents
ttaveled to Vicenza, Italy, during the period January 3-4, 1963,
also at his personal expense, Mzssage of January 3. 1968, 1ndicated
approval of relocation of dependents and household goods to Italy.

Thereafter, the member was returned to flying status and in
compliance with Special Orders 169, Headquarters, 3rd Support Brigade,
dated June 17, 1968, effected a permanent change of station from
Germany to Vietnam apparently departing from Germany in Auguat 1968,
While stationed in Vietnau, his depandants and household effects
remained in Italy. _

By vouchers dated Januavy 3, 1970, and Decenbar 18, 1972,
respactively, Mr., Zenon claimg $964,15 ¢ reimburaement for ehipment
on a cormercial bill vf lading of householid goods from Germany to
Italy and $55.65. for travel of his dependants from Ludwigaburg,
Germany, to Vicenza, Italy, With regard to the cost of shipment of

. household goods, you indicate that had the shipuent ben.n effacted on

; Covernmant bill of lading, the cost would hsv- amounted to only
350,69,

Your doubt as to whather the vouchers may properly hia certified
for payuent arises in connection with the failure of Headquarturs, .
3xd Support Brigade, to issue orders formally revoking thi November 7 ,
orders as directed by assignment instructions, contained im DA | L
Hessage 845065, December 22, 1967. You question whether, because of
failure to formally revoke the initial orders and in view of the
menber's subsequent assignment to Vietnam during which tour of duty
his family remained in Italy, Mr. Zenon may be entitled to reimburse-
wment for at least a portion of the relocaticn costs which he has
claimed. If reimbursemeut is authorized, you inquire whether Mr. Zenocn's
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‘eatitlemant to reimbhureen:nt for shipment of household goods may be
1{wited to the §350,69 cost had shipment been accomplishad by
Covernment bill of lading, &

Pavagruph H3001 of Volume X of the Joint Travel Regulations
provides that a competent travel order is a written instrument . '
issued by competent authority directing a member to travel batween \
designated points, GSinilarly, a competent travel oxder can ba -
., smended, modified or revoked only by snother such written instrument . ...
or by a verbal order which is coufirmed in writing, : -

The vecord is unclear regarding Mr, Zenon's knowladge of tha

" directed revocation of his November 7 orders, The denial of his
request for movement of household goods and dependents to Vicentga,
Itely, at Government expcnse may have been basad on the direction
contained in DA Measaga BA5063, December 22, 1967, to revoke tha
November 7 orders, MHowever, it appears likely that tha member's
suthorization for household goodas shipment at paraonal expenss on
Decembar 29, 1967, and his dependents' personally arranged travel on
January 3, 1968, resulted fxom the rafusal to provide Govarnment
transportation to Italy in viuw of the epecific reatriction of trms~
portation to the continental United States only, contained in his v
original ordexa. Department of the Arwmy approval of Italy as a L
designated location was given in the wessage of January 3, 1968,

re’
s

As neither revocation of the orders of November 7, 1967, nor
official notice to Mry Zenon of the meseage directing such revoca-
tion 1s showm in the record now before us, and in view of the fact
that on January 3, 1958, the Arny approved Italy as the designated
location where the dependent wife and children should reside, va are
of the opinion that Kr. Zenon is entitled to reiwbursement for trans-
portation of household gooda und travel of depondante to Vicenza,
Italy, as incident to his ordered permanent change of satation from

" .Germany to Vietnum-

Regarding the amount to which lir. Zanon is entitled u»
reiwbursement for shipment of houschold goods, paragraph MQ500 of the
Joint Travel Ragulations. Volux X, is for spplication, .

In light of the circu-ntancaa. ths Transportation and Shippiug
. Officar's denial of My. Zenon's rnqu-ot for Govarmment shipment may be
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considered as having tﬁ; effect of instructing him to make shipment

at pergonal expense pending approval of Italy as a designaied locatiom,
Therefore, Hr. Zenon may be reimbéraed for the actual cost of shipment,

if otherwise proper.

v gttt ore

The vouchers with supporting papers sre returned herewith,

Sincarely yours,

e LY

»
- sowany

. ' . Paul‘ G. 'Dembliﬂg

i ; oy the Comptroller General

ST 1 of the United Sfates
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